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three the scene shifts to the United States, and the invention of 
the cotton gin is described. The next three books deal respective- 
ly with the slavery controversy, the Civil War, and the rise of 
cotton factories in the new South. The seventh and final book is 
entitled Cotton a World Trade; but contains a variety of topics 
from preparedness to evolution. 

The main thesis of the volume seems to be that cotton, by 
reason of its importance and the fact that its production is con- 
fined to a comparatively small area, has exercised a distinct and 
even dominating influence upon the destinies of nations. It formed 
the economic basis of India ; its advent into England transformed 
that country from an agricultural nation to a manufacturing na- 
tion; and its culture in the United States changed the develop- 
ment of the South, gave a new lease of life to the system of slavery, 
and led to civil war. Today it again takes an important part in 
the world's commerce, and even in the European war it plays a 
deadly role through its use as gun cotton. 

This is indeed economic interpretation of history. Such in- 
terpretations are always interesting, if not entirely convincing. 
According to one economic historian the center of the world's 
civilization has shifted with the movement of the precious metals ; 
another has found the explanation in the development of improved 
transportation; and now President Scherer sees in cotton the 
cause of the westward movement of human progress. The very 
multiplicity of these unitary explanations shows that perhaps the 
problem is more complex than any one of the writers admits. To 
the reviewer such a simplification even of the economic factors in- 
volved does not commend itself. A reductio ad unum becomes a 
reductio ad absurdum. 

The author has conceived the story of cotton as an epic, but has 
scarcely risen to its highest possibilities. The work is too long, 
there are too many digressions, and it is broken up into too small 
fragments. It bears evidence of having been written at intervals. 
But in spite of all these shortcomings President Scherer has suc- 
ceeded in writing an interesting book, which is rendered the more 
readable by reason of an attractive style. 

Ernest L. Bogaet. 

University of Illinois. 
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